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Total Coliforms are a group of related bacteria that are (with few exceptions) not harmful to 
humans. A variety of bacteria, parasites, and viruses, known as pathogens, can potentially cause 
health problems if humans ingest them. EPA considers total coliforms a useful indicator of other 
pathogens for drinking water. Total Coliforms are used to determine the adequacy of water 
treatment and the integrity of the distribution system.  
 
E. coli (Escherichia coli) is a type of bacteria that lives in the intestines of people and animals. 
E. coli is commonly found in human and animal feces. Most strains of E. coli are harmless, but 
some can make people sick. 

Number of Cisterns Sampled: 21 
Number of Total Coliform Detected: 12 (57%) 
Number of E. coli Detected: 5 (24%) 

Here’s more information (EPA and DPNR: Your Health and Cisterns - USVI 
Comprehensive Guide for Cisterns) on what to do to address if Total Coliform and E. 
Coli is found in your water. 
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https://terra-ayay-project.org
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/revised-total-coliform-rule-and-total-coliform-rule
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-07/parameter-factsheet_e.-coli.pdf
https://dpnr.vi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/USVI-YourHealthandCisterns_-FinalTechGuide_Feb-22.pdf
https://dpnr.vi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/USVI-YourHealthandCisterns_-FinalTechGuide_Feb-22.pdf
https://dpnr.vi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/USVI-YourHealthandCisterns_-FinalTechGuide_Feb-22.pdf

